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Abstract

Photonic crystals are periodic dielectric structures where the period is of the same
order of magnitude than the wavelength of light. Asaresult of interference, there
exist band gapsfor light, i.e., light of certain range of frequenciesisnot allowed to
exist inside the photonic crystal, which can be used to control and confinelight. In
thisthesis, photonic crystals were studied with computer simulations and concepts
of new components for optical telecommunications were proposed.

An all-optical switch, based on the properties of a Kerr-nonlinear one-dimen-
sional photonic crystal, wasinvestigated. The band gap was shown to change asa
function of light intensity inside the nonlinear photonic crystal. Thus, it performs
an al-optical switching function, where one signal can be dynamically reflected
depending on another signal.

Two parallel waveguides in a two-dimensional photonic crystal were con-
sidered. In general, adjacent waveguides are coupled and a light pulse traveling
in one waveguide will oscillate between the waveguides. We found complete de-
coupling between the waveguides for certain geometries. This can be utilized in
integrated optics when cross-talk between contiguous channels is not desired.

The band gap of athin dslab of two-dimensional photonic crystal was shown
to depend strongly on the material on top/below the slab, and thus a new type of
waveguide was proposed. Instead of the conventional defect waveguide, a wave-
guide can be made by patterning the photonic crystal dab by a suitable material.
The waveguiding was shown to be due to band gap difference in some cases and
due to average refractive index difference in others.

Microstructure and dual-core fibers were optimized to achieve large negative
dispersion and large mode area simultaneously. Negative dispersion fibers are
needed for dispersion compensation and pulse compression. They usually have
small mode areas and are highly nonlinear, which is a problem for high-intensity
applications. This can be avoided with the fiber geometries proposed in thisthesis.

The effect of the wavelength dependence of gain, nonlinearity and dispersion
to the propagation of short pulses in high-gain efficiency photonic crystal fiber
amplifiers was studied. It resulted in asymmetric spectrum and chirp, and reduc-
tion of the pulse broadening. Wavelength dependence of the nonlinearity was
demonstrated to have the most effect, compared to that of dispersion or gain.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Optical networks have established their existence in telecommunications, as the
physical limits of wireless and electronic data transmission capacity have been at-
tained. Yet thereis an increasing demand of network capacity dueto the growthin
the use of internet and real time transmission of voice and picture. The advanced
data processing and routing is still performed by electronic switching devices,
which are limited in speed. This causes the so-called “electronics bottleneck”
and there is a need of all-optical data handling and processing. To perform this
task new optical components have to be designed. Photonic crystals are novel
optical materials possessing qualities that could not be reached before. They are
promising candidates to realize all-optical functions as well as integrated optical
circuits or fiber optic components. In thisthesis, photonic crystal optical compon-
ents relevant for optical networks and data processing are designed and studied.

Photonic crystals are periodic structures made of dielectric materials. Regions
with different dielectric constants alternate periodically and the period is of the or-
der of the wavelength of light. Then, aslight propagates inside the periodic mater-
ial, it reflects at each interface of the different dielectric materials. Asaresult of
interference, total reflection occurs at specific wavelength-period combinations.
Light with this specific wavelength cannot propagate or exist inside the photonic
crystal. These forbidden wavelengths or frequencies form a band gap for light,
which is the basis of operation of photonic crystals. This phenomenon is aso
present in the nature: The wings of certain butterflies and moths are covered with
periodic microscopic structures, which act as photonic crystals [1]. The wings
reflect light that has a wavel ength in the band gap of the photonic crystal. This ef-
fect is seen as the color of the wings. Also, one-dimensionally periodic structures
have been widely used for along timein various optical components. Well known
applications are for example Bragg-mirrors and optical filters.

The concept of photonic crystals was starting to emerge at the end of the 80's,
when it was redlized that the effect of three-dimensionally periodic mediato light



2 Introduction

can be thought of being somewhat similar to the effect of semiconductors to elec-
trons [2, 3]. This opened new prospects in photonics. It was realized that the
electromagnetic band gap for light would prohibit spontaneous emission [2] or
light could be localized when disorder is present in a periodic medium [3]. The
experimental search for a photonic band gap structure begun [4]. Meanwhile,
the theorists calculated the band structure for light, similar to the electronic band
structure in semiconductors, and it was shown that a three-dimensional photonic
band gap would exist in a diamond lattice of dielectric spheres [5]. The first
three-dimensionally periodic structure exhibiting a photonic band gap in the op-
tical wavelength range was fabricated in the beginning of the 90's [6]. It was
caled Yablonovite, named after E. Yablonovitch, the inventor of the structure.
It was fabricated by drilling three sets of holes in specified angles into a solid
slab of semiconductor and had a band gap in the microwave region. Implanting
defects into Yablonovite [7] and the possibility of a single-mode light-emitting
diode (LED) using a photonic crystal cavity were envisioned [8].

Since the realization of a three-dimensionally periodic structure with micro-
meter size features was very difficult, there were experiments [9, 10] and the-
ory [11, 12] done with two-dimensionally periodic structures exhibiting band
gaps. A true photonic crystal is periodic in all three directions and thus can have
such a band gap that light is not allowed to propagate in any direction. However,
structures that are periodic in only one or two dimensions are also called one- and
two-dimensiona photonic crystals, respectively. Although they are not photonic
crystals in the strict sense, they posses similar properties, if only in the direc-
tion of the periodicity. Line defects in two-dimensional photonic crystals were
predicted to act as waveguides, and point defects as microcavities [13]. In these
new photonic crystal waveguides light would follow a sharp 9¢ bend with almost
100% transmission over a broad frequency range [14].

It was not until the end of the 90’s when a structure with a photonic band gap
in the infrared frequencies was first realized with a face-centered-cubic lattice of
metallic squares [15]. It was not very applicable at optical wavelengths, however,
due to strong attenuation. Band gap in the infrared frequencies with a dielectric
structure was first realized with the woodpile structure that consists of tiny rods
of silicon piled up in a layer by layer manner [16]. The same geometry was
also used to construct the first photonic crystal for the wavelengths used in the
telecommunications, 1.3 and 1.5 um [17]. In order to incorporate active photonic
devices, the woodpile structure was also fabricated from GaAs and InP instead of
silicon [18].

Nowadays, three- and two-dimensional photonic crystals can be fabricated
with established fabrication methods and various components have been realized,
see Refs. [19-22] and references therein. Two-dimensional photonic crystals and
photonic crystal slabs, which have afinite thickness in the vertical direction, have
been used to fabricate for example waveguides [23, 24], microcavities [25-27],



add-drop devices [28], and lasers [29-31]. Three-dimensional photonic crystals
have been used for microcavities, light-emitting diodes (LEDs) and lasers [32].
Nonlinear photonic crystals have been demonstrated to exhibit all-optical switch-
ing behavior and optical bistability [33].

Photonic crystal fibers, for their part, have revolutionized fiber optics. Many
of the limits of fiber optics have been overcome with this new class of fibers. A
photonic crystal fiber has a periodic cross section, i.e., the cladding of the fiber is
periodic in the plane that is perpendicular to the direction of propagation of light
in the fiber. When the cladding lattice constitutes a photonic crystal, light can
be confined to the core by the band gap effect [34]. Thus in a photonic crysta
fiber, the core can have alower refractive index than the cladding, and light can be
guided for examplein air [35]. Evenif light is not confined to the core by the band
gap, but only by the average refractive index difference, photonic crystal fibers ex-
hibit special characteristics that cannot be achieved with standard optical fibers.
These characteristics are single mode operation for all wavelengths [36-38], free-
dom for the design of their dispersion properties [39-42], and the possibility to
fabricate fibers with extremely large or small mode areas [43, 44]. Photonic crys-
tal fibers have been used for example in nonlinear optics and in fiber lasers, see
Refs. [45-47] and references therein.






Chapter 2

Photonic crystals

Photonic crystals are periodic structures where the length of the period is of the
order of the wavelength of light. Due to the wave nature of light and interference
caused by the periodic structure, there exists a band gap for light in photonic
crystals. In order to accurately describe the behavior of light in photonic crystals,
the full vector nature of light has to be taken into account using the Maxwell’s
equations.

2.1 Maxwell's equations

The macroscopic electromagnetic fields, the electric field E(r, t), the magnetic
fieldH(r, t), theelectric flux density D(r, t), and the magnetic flux density B(r, t),
are described by the Maxwell’s equations

V.B(r,t)=0 (2.1)

V-D(r,t) =4mp(r,t) (2.2)
19B(r,t)

V><E(r,t)+E - =0 (2.3)
19D(r,t) _ 4m

V x H(r,t) — e TJ(r,t), (2.4)

where p(r, t) and J(r, t) are the free electric charge and current densities, respect-
ively, and c is the speed of light. Here, the Maxwell’s equations are presented in
Cgs units, since these units are customarily used in the calculation of band struc-
tures of photonic crystals [13]. The same units are aso used in Section 4.1.1
where the Fourier-method for the calculation of the band structures of nonlin-
ear photonic crystalsisintroduced. However, Sl units are used in context with the
pseudo-spectral method in Section 4.1.2, thefinite difference time domain method
in Section 4.2.1, and the optical nonlinear Schrodinger equation in Appendix B.



6 Photonic crystals

To simplify the Maxwell’s equations, a few assumptions can be made. The
electric and magnetic fields can be assumed to be time-harmonic

H(r,t) = H(r)e" (2.5)

E(r,t) = E(r)é", (2.6)

where w is the angular frequency of the electromagnetic wave. The actua fields
are the real parts of the complex valued fields in Egs. (2.5) and (2.6). Further-
more, for alinear, macroscopic, and isotropic material, the constitutive equations
relating the fields to the flux densities are

D(r) = e(r)E(r) 2.7

B(r) = u(nHH(), (2.8)

where £(r) isthe dielectric constant and w.(r) is the magnetic permeability of the
material. Nonmagnetic medium is assumed and thus . (r) = ug, where ug isthe
magnetic permeability of vacuum. Also, the considered materials are assumed to
have no free charges or currents. p = J = 0. Thus, the Maxwell’s equations are
reduced to

V.H(r)=0 (2.9)
V. [e(nEM)]=0 (2.10)

V x E(r) + i?wH(r) —0 (2.11)

V x H(r,t) — iFws(r)E(r) =0. (2.12)

The properties of the photonic crystals can be deduced from these equations.

2.2 Electromagnetic modes

Following the approach of Ref. [13], Egs. (2.11) and (2.12) are combined into one
equation called the master equation

1 w\?2
V x [%v x H(r)} — (E) H(r). (2.13)

The solution of this equation completely determines the fields [the divergence in
Eq. (2.9) has to be valid simultaneously]. The electric field can be deduced from

E(r) = [—C] V x H(r). (2.14)

we(r)
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Equation (2.13) is an eigenvalue equation of the form

AH () = (%)ZH(r), (2.15)

where A isan operator acting on an eigenfunction H(r) with an eigenvalue (w/cY.
The eigenfunctions H(r) are the allowed fields in the structure, i.e., the electro-
magnetic modes of the system. The operator A islinear and thus any linear com-
bination of the solutions is also a solution. The operator A is also Hermitian and
thus any two modes with different energies are orthogonal .

Animportant feature of the electromagnetic modesisthat there is no specified
length scale involved. Once the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions of Eq. (2.13) are
solved, they can be scaled to any physical size or wavelength range. This can be
understood by definingr’ = sr, V. = V/s, and ¢/(r) = ¢(r/s) and substituting
them into Eq. (2.13). Thisresultsin

/ 1 / / _ w\? /
sV’ x [s(r'/s)sv x H(r /s)} = (E) H(r'/s), (2.16)

where e(r’'/s) = &'(r’). Thus

, 1 , , _ 2 2 ,
v [«9’(r’)V XA /S)] B <cs> H{T/s). (217)

It can be seen that when the dimensions are scaled by a factor of s, the electro-
magnetic mode is the same, but has to be scaled as H(r'/s) and the frequency has
to be scaled as w/s. Due to the scalability, photonic crystal components can be
designed without specifying the dimensions and subsequently fabricated in any
scale to perform experiments in varying wavelength ranges.

2.3 Photonic band structures

The photonic band structure is the relation between the wave vector k and the
frequency  of light. In a homogeneous materia the relation is a line whose
slope is proportional to the refractive index. In a periodic material, however, the
frequency as a function of the wave vector forms bands which can be separated
by band gaps. The photonic band structures stem from symmetry considerations.
In a system with continuous trandational symmetry (homogeneous material)
the dielectric constant is invariant with respect to any trandation described by a
trandation operator Ty4. Since the system does not change with respect to position,
onehas Tqe(r) = e(r+d) = e(r) for any vector d. If the eigenmode of the system
H(r) [see Eq. (2.15)] is trandlated by a vector d and then trandated back by —d,
it has to be unchanged. Thus T;*AT 4=A, which means that the operators A and
T4 commute. Thisin turn indicates that TqH is aso an eigenmode of A with the
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same frequency asH. If there is no degeneracy in the system, TyH can differ from
H only by multiplication with a constant. This suggests that the eigenmodes are
of the form expli (k - r)], since

Tdei kr) _ ei (k-(r+d)) _ ei (k-d)ei(k-r), (2.18)

where expli (k - d)] is a constant. For example, in free space the electromagnetic
modes are of the form of plane waves Hy(r) = Hoexp[i(k - r)], where Hg isa
constant vector.

Photonic crystals are periodic and thus have discrete trandational symmetry.
The system is invariant under a translation with a vector

that is an integer multiple (j, I, and m are integers) of the period of the photonic
crystal Py y , in each direction

TRei(k~r) — ei(k'(r+R)) — ei(k~R)ei(k~r)‘ (220)
The primitive reciprocal lattice vector is defined as
G = (2np/POXx+ (27q/Py)y + (2ns/P,)z, (2.21)

where p, g, and s are integers. It can be seen that the eigenvalue of Eq. (2.20) for
wavevectors k and k + G isthe same: expli(k - R)] = exp[i((k + G) - R)] =
expli (kx j Px + kyl Py 4+ k;mP;)]. Then the eigenfunctions are degenerate and
any superposition of the degenerate eigenfunctions is aso an eigenfunction for a
wavevector k (or k+G)

He(r) = > Ceel®tO 1 = kN ) " Cod @D, (2.22)
G G

where the Cg are constants. This type of function satisfies the Bloch’s theorem
Hi () = €®u(r) (2.23)

where
Uk (r) = ug(r + R). (2.24)

This means that any eigenfunction can be written as a product of a plane wave and
aperiodic function. When Eqg. (2.23) is substituted to Eq. (2.13), one gets

. 1 . w(k)7?
(ik+V) x [—(|k+V) X uk(r)} = [—] Uk (r). (2.25)
e(r) c

Here, k enters the equation as a parameter. Equation (2.25) is an eigenvalue equa
tion for which uy(r) is the eigenfunction and (o (k) /c)? is the eigenvalue. When
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the periodic boundary condition (2.24) isimposed, the eigenvalues get discretized
(wn(K)/C)?, where n denotes the index of the discrete eigenvalues. When the ei-
genvalue equation (2.25) is solved, one gets n solutions u ,(r) and n eigenvalues
(wn(K)/c)?. Thus for every predetermined value of k, there are n solutions with
frequencies wn(K). The relations wn (k) as afunction on k, each with an index n,
constitute the photonic bands, i.e., the photonic band structure. A band gap con-
sists of arange of frequencies for which there is no solution for any wavevector
K.

It can be seen from Eq. (2.22) that Bloch states u(r) and ux g (r) areequal, as
are the states for any sum of the wavevector and integer multiples of the reciprocal
lattice vector. Thusit is adequate to consider wavevector values is the range

—n/P, <k, <m/P,, wherev =x,y,z (2.26)

when solving the eigenvalue equation Eq. (2.25). Equation (2.26) defines the
Brilliouin zone.

2.4 Photonic crystal components

In order to construct a photonic crystal component, one first has to find a photonic
crystal geometry that has a band gap, i.e., range of frequencies for which there
are no allowed electromagnetic modes. Then it is possible to make a defect in the
lattice that permits one or more localized modes that have frequencies in the band
gap. In this way for example waveguides and microcavities can be formed. A
waveguide is alinear defect along which light with a wavelength corresponding
to the defect mode frequency can propagate. A microcavity is a point defect that
can support alocalized mode.

Photonic crystals that are periodic in al three dimensions are called three-
dimensiona (3D) photonic crystals and they are the only true photonic crystals
in the strict sense since in them light propagation can be forbidden in al direc-
tions. The first 3D photonic crystal was the Yablonovite [6], the symmetry of
which resembles the diamond lattice. It was fabricated by drilling holes to three
directions into a slab of dielectric at an angle 35.26° away from the normal and
120° from each others at the azimuth [see Fig. 2.1 (a)]. Later on, the woodpile
structure [16] which has a face-centered-tetragonal lattice [see Fig. 2.1 (b)], and
the inverse-opal structure [48] which is aface centered cubic lattice of air spheres
in asilicon backbone, were verified to exhibit band gaps.

Structures that are periodic in two dimensions are called two-dimensional
(2D) photonic crystals and they can have a band gap for in-plane propagation of
light. Two-dimensiona photonic crystals can consist of, for example, dielectric
rodsin air or air holes in a dielectric organized in a square- or hexagonal lattice
(see Fig.2.2). Most 2D photonic crystals have a band gap for sufficiently high
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Figure 2.1: (a) Yablonoviteis fabricated by covering a slab with a mask that has holes
arranged in a hexagonal lattice and drilling through each hole in three specific directions.
(b) Woodpile structure is composed of tiny rods that are arranged periodically. The rods
are stacked so that the sequence is repeated after every four layers.

@ (b)

Figure 2.2: (a) Dielectricrodsin air arranged in asguarelattice. (b) Air holesin dielectric
arranged in ahexagonal lattice.

dielectric contrast, i.e., difference between the dielectric constants of the materi-
als. Many 2D photonic crystal devices are constructed of photonic crystal slabs,
which have afinite thickness (usually less than one period of the photonic crystal)
in the direction perpendicular to the periodic lattice. Thus light is confined by the
band gap in the plane of the 2D photonic crystal and by total internal reflection in
the vertical direction. A waveguide-coupled photonic crystal slab has been shown
to exhibit a strong 2D bandgap at the wavelength often used in telecommunice-
tions 1.5 um [49].

Structures that are periodic in one direction only are called one-dimensional
photonic crystals. These structures (Bragg reflectors) have been used for along
time before the concept of photonic crystals was established, but the same con-
cepts and principle apply to the one-dimensional structures also. One-dimensional
photonic crystals have been used for example in arefractometer to detect refract-
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ive indices of materials [50].

Since a photonic crystal waveguide operates based on the band gap effect,
rather than the refractive index difference as the conventional waveguides, sharp
turns can be realized with them. The first experimental demonstration of guiding
and bending of electromagnetic waves in a photonic crystal waveguide showed
near 100% transmission around a 9¢° bend for millimeter waves [23]. A wave-
guide for the telecommunications wavelength range of 1.47-1.6xm was demon-
strated later [24]. A comparative study between photonic crystal defect wave-
guides and ridge waveguides showed less propagation losses for the photonic
crystal waveguides [51].

Microcavities are used in light-emitting diode structures and laser systems
as resonant cavities. They can be characterized by a quality factor Q, which is
defined as [52]

27 - stored energy

Q= energy |oss per cycle’
As the microcavity traps light in a specified frequency range, they can be used
to reduce the linewidth of a light-emitting diode. The microcavities can aso
reduce the lasing threshold of semiconductor lasers by changing the available
density of states for electromagnetic modes. The light output of a light emitting
diode can also increase as the spontaneous emission rate is enhanced by coup-
ling an optical transition to the microcavity resonance. The first microcavity in
athree-dimensional photonic crystal in the microwave regime was demonstrated
by planting a defect in the Yablonovite [7]. One of the first microcavities in a
two-dimensiona photonic crystal demonstrated a cavity Q value of 23000 in the
millimeter wavelength range [53]. The photonic crystal consisted of a sguare
lattice of 10 cm long cylindrical alumina-ceramic rods. In another experiment
a one-dimensional photonic crystal (holes) was integrated directly into a sub-
micrometer-scale silicon waveguide [25]. It exhibited microcavity resonances
with a Q value of 265 for wavelength 1.56 ©m and an extremely small modal
volume. Ina2D photonic crystal slab (air holesin adielectric), ahigh Q nanocav-
ity with Q=45000 and a small modal volume V resulted ina Q/V ratio 10-100
times larger than in previous studies [26]. Recently, nanocavities with an ex-
tremely high Q factor of 600 000 have been realized in a 2D photonic crystal slab
for the wavelength 1.57 um. The cavity was formed by a double-heterostructure
consisting of awaveguide and photonic crystals (air holes in dielectric) with two
different periods [27]. Quality factors exceeding 20 000 000 have been predicted
to be obtainable using this technique.

By incorporating active materials, photonic crystal microcavities can be used
as laser cavities. A two-dimensional photonic band-gap defect mode laser was
shown to exhibit peak emission at 1.55 um [29]. The photonic crystal consisted
of a hexagona array of air holes in a thin semiconductor membrane. The mem-
brane was half a wavelength thick, confining light vertically by total internal re-

(2.27)
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flection. The cavity was formed by a single missing air hole and the light was
emitted vertically. A quantum cascade tunable laser was demonstrated using a 2D
photonic crystal to simultaneously provide feedback for the laser action and dif-
fract light vertically [31]. The photonic crystal did not have a complete band gap,
but strongly dispersive flat-bands were used. Control of light emission at 1.55 um
in athree-dimensional photonic crystal (woodpile structure with point defects) has
also been demonstrated [32]. Light emission was well suppressed in regions of
compl ete photonic band gap and strong emission was observed at the defect states.
The defect-mode emission is enhanced since other leakage paths are suppressed.
In another experiment the spontaneous emission from a semiconductor quantum
dot was controlled using the host photonic crystal. The spectral distribution of the
inhibited and enhanced decay rates were seen to depend on the photonic crystal
parameters [54]. Photonic crystals can be used to modify the spontaneous emis-
sion rate even when there are no defects in the structure, for example, when light
emitters are incorporated in an inverse opal structure [55].

An add-drop device has been demonstrated by combining a waveguide and
microcavities in a 2D photonic crystal [56]. It consists of a waveguide and isol-
ated defects close toit. Aslight propagates in the waveguide, photons are trapped
by the cavity resonances and emitted to free space [56]. Drop function for seven
wavelengths around 1.5 um was realized by combining regions of photonic crys-
tals with seven different lattice constants [57]. Each photonic crystal region has
a line-defect waveguide with arow of missing air holes and a point-defect cavity
with three missing holes. The different regions are scaled in size to drop acertain
wavel ength.

Photonic crystals can also have dynamic properties. Inverse opa structure
infiltrated by alow refractive index liquid crystal with strong anisotropy was the-
oretically shown to exhibit the opening and closing of the band gap by changing
the orientation of the nematic director [58]. This alows for tunability of spon-
taneous emission, waveguiding effects, and light localization. A tunable photonic
crystal using liquid crystals has been realized for example in Ref. [59].

In al-optical signa processing one needs to control light with light. Thus
nonlinear materials that change their properties when light is present are needed.
Usually, however, the nonlinear effects are very weak, but with photonic crys-
tal devices the nonlinear interaction can be enhanced [33]. All-optical switching
using one-dimensional nonlinear photonic crystals has been widely investigated
both numerically and theoretically [60-65]. The basis of the operation of these
devices is that once the refractive index of the nonlinear material is changed with
alight field, the band gap of the photonic crystal changes and thus the reflect-
ance of another light field can be all-optically influenced. All-optical switching in
one-dimensionally periodic structures has also been experimentally explored [66—
69]. Similarly, in atwo-dimensional photonic crystal the band edge can be tuned,
which has been experimentally demonstrated [70—-73]. A Mach-Zehnder type al-



2.5 Fabrication methods 13

optical switch has also been fabricated using a 2D photonic crystal [74]. Optical
switching in a 3D photonic crystal has also been experimentally verified [75].

Nonlinear photonic crystal structures can exhibit bistable behavior, which
can lead to the development of al-optical transistors and logical gates or optical
memory [33]. A bistable device exhibits a hysteresis relation between input and
output signals. Bistable behavior has been demonstrated in a 1D photonic crys-
tal [76, 77]. In 2D photonic crystals, bistable switching has been studied in a
resonant tunneling device, which consists of a cavity which is coupled to wave-
guides and one can switch the defect mode frequency [78-80]. This has been also
experimentally demonstrated [81].

2.5 Fabrication methods

The most popular 3D photonic crystal has been the woodpile structure [16, 17,
82]. Woodpile photonic crystals are fabricated by repetitive deposition and etch-
ing of multiple dielectric films of silicon using well developed and supported Si
integrated circuit fabrication processes. Woodpile structures consisting of 111-V
semiconductors have been fabricated by stacking stripe-patterned wafers with
a precise aignment technique and wafer-fusing them [18, 28, 83]. Since the
woodpile structures are fabricated with lithographic procedures, their thickness
in the growth direction is only a couple of unit cells. Larger woodpile struc-
tures have been produced by preparing unit plates using a single sequence of an
integrated circuit process and then accurately aigning the lattices by micromanip-
ulation [84]. Since the woodpile structures are fabricated layer by layer, defects
can be accurately positioned inside them.

Considerably larger three-dimensionally periodic structures can be fabricated
by spontaneous crystallization of colloids, i.e., hard particles in suspension. The
polymer or silica microspheres naturally self-assemble from colloidal suspension
into a solid, three-dimensionally periodic structure, which can then act as a tem-
plate for construction of the photonic crystal. Photonic crystals exhibiting com-
plete band gaps near 1.5 um [48] and 1.3 um [85] were fabricated by synthesis
of silicon inverse-opal structure. Lattice of mono-disperse silica spheres was used
as a template for silicon infiltration. Silicon was grown inside the voids of the
opa template by means of chemical vapour deposition and the silica template
was subsequently removed. The drawback of the inverse-opal structures is that
the band gap is small due to the face-centered-cubic and hexagonal -close-packed
geometries. Also the purity of the structures has been poor.

Another method to fabricate large-scale 3D photonic crystal structures with
sub-micrometer periodicity is the 3D holographic lithography, see Refs. [86, 87]
and references therein. In holographic lithography, a film of photoresist is il-
luminated by the interference pattern of four non-coplanar laser beams and the
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unexposed areas are subsequently dissolved. This results in polymeric structures,
which are used as templates to create complementary dielectric structures with
high refractive-index contrast. However, the inclusion of defects in the periodic
structures constructed by holographic or self-assembly methods is difficult.

Large photonic crystals of square spiral posts in atetragonal lattice have also
been proposed to be conceivable by large scale microfabrication using glancing
angle deposition techniques [88]. The technique combines oblique vapour depos-
ition and precisely controlled motion of atwo-dimensionally patterned substrate.

There are also other layer-by-layer structures than the woodpile structure ex-
hibiting 3D photonic band gaps that can be fabricated by lithographic methods.
One consists of an alternating stack of 2D photonic crystal structures: dielectric
rodsinair and air holes in dielectric where designed point defects can be flexibly
introduced [89, 90]. Another proposed geometry consists of aternating layers of
rods and veins [91].

The first 2D photonic crystals were fabricated by microassembly, which was
feasible dueto the large enough size of the dielectric cylinders[9] and the alumina-
ceramic rods [10] in question. These photonic crystals operated in the centi- and
millimeter wavelength range. However, more sophisticated fabrication methods
are needed when the structures are scaled down. Macroporous silicon was demon-
strated to have aband gap centered at 5 um [92]. It was fabricated by electrochem-
ical etching in hydrofluoric acid and resulted in uniform pores with a diameter
in the micrometer range and a depth of several hundreds of micrometers. Two-
dimensional band gap in the visible wavelength range was shown in nanochannel
glasses which are aregular array of air cylinders fabricated by a fiber draw pro-
cess [93]. The most popular way to fabricate 2D photonic crystals is, however,
electron beam lithography and etching of semiconductor materials. A 2D photonic
crystal for 1.47-1.6.m has been fabricated by electron beam lithography and dry
etching on a GalnAsP thin film [24]. A 2D photonic crystal slab has been fabric-
ated by first growing a semiconductor (InGaAsP) layer by metal-organic vapour
phase epitaxy. Then aresist mask, with the photonic crystal pattern, was coated
on the semiconductor layer by electron beam lithography and the resist pattern
was transferred to the semiconductor layer by reactive ion etching [28].
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Photonic crystal fibers

Photonic crysta fibers have a cladding that is periodic in the plane of the cross-
section of the fiber, i.e., perpendicular to the propagation direction. In most cases
the periodic pattern consists of air holes in a dielectric (often silica), but other
configurations have also been explored. The periodic cladding can confine light to
the core with two different mechanisms. If the frequency of thelight isin the band
gap of the two-dimensional photonic crystal formed by the periodic cladding, light
is guided by the photonic band gap effect. In this case light can be guided even
in air core, i.e., the index of the core can be lower than that of the cladding. If
the light frequency is not in the band gap of the periodic cladding structure, light
is guided by refractive index difference as in conventional optical fibers. In this
case the fiber is called microstructure fiber. The modal and dispersion properties
of photonic crystal/microstructure fibers are very different from standard optical
fiber.

3.1 Light propagation in optical fiber

Light propagation in photonic crystal or microstructure fibers can be described

similarly to step index fiber by the optical nonlinear Schradinger equation [94]

(the details are shown in Appendix B)
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The electric field is assumed to be of the form

1 60 2—
E(r,t) = XE{F(X, y)A(z, t)ePoz—ot 4 c ey, (3.2)
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where A(z, t) isthe dowly varying envelope of the pulse, F (X, y) represents the
transversal eigenmode distribution of the fiber, 4 is the propagation constant of
the eigenmode and «y is the center frequency of the pulse. Here, Eq. (3.1) is
represented in areference frame moving at the group velocity, i.e, T =t — gz
The first term on the right side of Eq. (3.1) describes dispersion, and the second
and third terms describe attenuation and nonlinear effects, respectively. The g,
are the dispersion coefficients, « is the attenuation constant, y is the nonlinearity
coefficient, and R is the nonlinear response function.

Therefractive index that light experiences in optical fiber depends on the light
frequency. This phenomenon is called chromatic dispersion and it broadens op-
tical pulses as the different frequency components of the pulse travel with differ-
ent speeds. Dispersion consists of two parts: material dispersion and waveguide
dispersion. Materia dispersion originates from the frequency dependence of the
refractive index of silica (or other dielectric). Waveguide dispersion originates
from the frequency dependence of a specific mode of the fiber: the mode distribu-
tions of the fiber change with the wavelength and thus they experience different
effective indices as a function of the wavelength. Dispersion effects are included
inthe optical nonlinear Schrodinger equation (3.1) through the 4 termswhich are
the derivatives of the propagation constant with respect to the frequency, forming
a Taylor series representation of the propagation constant with respect to the fre-
guency. The group velocity dispersion parameter is the second derivative of the
propagation constant 8, = d?g/dw?. When 8, > 0, the dispersion is called nor-
mal dispersion and when 8, < 0, anomalous dispersion. The magnitude of the
dispersion is often characterized by the dispersion parameter

A d2n 2C
D=——=—-§. 33
T 2 B2 (33)
The dispersion length is the distance during which the dispersive effects become
important and it is defined as
T¢

= (34)

D
where Ty is the pulse length.

When theintensity of light ishigh enough (asis often the casefor optical fibers
since light isconfined to asmall area), nonlinear effects change the pulse spectrum
whilelight is propagating in the fiber. The mechanismsthat are responsible for this
arefor examplethird-order harmonic generation, four-wave mixing, and nonlinear
refraction which results from the intensity dependence of the refractive index.
Nonlinear refraction leads to self-phase modulation: the pulse changes its own
phase since the refractive index is dependent on the intensity of the pulse itself.
Cross-phase modulation means that pulses affect each others' phases by inducing
intensity dependent changes in the refractive index. The nonlinear effects also
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include the stimulated Raman scattering which results from inelastic scattering of
photons in the material. Part of the photon energy is absorbed by a vibrational
excitation and thus the photon frequency is downshifted. The nonlinear effects
are described by the last term in Eq. (3.1). The nonlinearity coefficient is

Nawo

= , 35
Y CAett (39

where n, is the nonlinear-index coefficient and the effective mode areais

(%2, J° IF(x, y)2dxdy)®
L2 5 IF(x, y)|4dxdy

The distance after which the nonlinear effects areimportant is called the nonlinear
length

Actt =

(3.6)

1
Lne Py (3.7)
where Py isthe peak power of the pulse.

There can exist a specia solution to Eq. (3.1) in the anomalous dispersion
regime, when dispersion and nonlinear effects cancel each other. The solution is
called a soliton. The form of the fundamental soliton can be solved analytically
anditis

U (g, 7) = €¥/%sechr, (3.8)
wheret = T/Tgand & = z/Lp. One can see that the shape of the soliton
does not depend on the z-coordinate which means that a soliton propagates along
a fiber with no change in the shape. Thus the solitons can propagate through
extremely long lengths of fiber without broadening. There also exists higher-
order solitons that undergo periodic changes in their shape while propagating in
the fiber. Because of their remarkabl e properties, the solitons have many potential
applications, for example, in time division multiplexed networks.

3.2 Modal properties

One of the most important properties of the photonic crystal and microstructure
fibersthat make them superior to standard optical fiber isthat they can be designed
to be endlessly single-mode. It means that such a photonic crystal fiber is single
mode for all wavelengths. This is not achievable with a step index fiber. The
number of guided modes in a step index fiber is determined by the normalized
frequency Vs ¢ which is defined as[94]

21 R,
VsiF = 2 = I']gore - I']glad’ (3.9)
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where Reqre iSthe coreradius, and neore and Ny ag arethe core and cladding refract-

ive indices, respectively. The fiber modes are determined from the eigenequation
(B.17) and each mode has a propagation constant 8. When the propagation con-
stants of the modes are plotted as a function of the normalized frequency 4 ¢, it

can be seen that there exists only one mode for Vg < 2.405 [95]. The single
mode operation is assured by choosing a proper core radius and refractive indices
for the wavelength range in question. However, the fiber becomes multimode for
sufficiently small wavelengths in any case as can be seen from Eq. (3.9).

The single mode condition for photonic crystal fiber is very different as was
already noticed in the first experiments [36, 37]. The reason is the microstructure
geometry of the fiber. At short wavelengths, light can penetrate the high index
regions of the cladding (i.e., avoid the air holes), which increases the effective
cladding index. Thus the refractive index difference g, . — N34 decreases, when
A — 0, and the V parameter can stay bounded for all wavelengths. The normal-
ized frequency for a photonic crystal fiber has to be defined differently from step
index fiber since there is no well-defined core radius [38]

2n P
Vpcr = T\/ncore()&)2 — Nglad(2)2, (3.10)

where P isthe period of the cladding lattice and the wavelength dependence of the
core and cladding refractive indices has been included. Here the core refractive
index is defined as the effective index nere(A) = ¢8/w, Where 8 is the propaga
tion constant of the mode and n 44 (1) isthe effective index of the cladding lattice
(without the core). For a photonic crystal fiber that has a core that consists of
a single missing hole, the value for Vpecr below which the fiber is single mode
can be derived to be 7 [38]. It can be caculated that al fibers that have ap-
proximately d/P < 0.45, where d is the hole diameter, are single mode for all
wavelengths [47, 96]. For cores formed by more than a single missing hole the
single mode criteriaared/P < 0.25and d/P < 0.15 for three and seven missing
holes, respectively [47].

The endlessly single mode behavior of the photonic crystal and microstruc-
ture fibers aso allows for large mode area fiber that is single mode. Step index
fiber becomes multimode when the core radius is increased [see Eq. (3.9)] since
the refractive index difference between the core and the cladding cannot be de-
creased without limits. However, the single mode behavior of a photonic crystal
fiber isindependent of the core size and instead depends only on the cladding geo-
metry. Thus large mode area fibers that are single mode can be constructed. Large
mode area fibers are needed for high power delivery (for example in fiber lasers)
since the nonlinear effects [which are inversely proportional to the mode area as
in Eg. (3.5)] are smaller when the power density inside the fiber islow. The mode
area of photonic crystal fibersis also limited by increasing propagation losses: if
Vpck < 1, the confinement of the mode is too weak and it leaks to the cladding
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region [96]. Also, if the scale of the fiber is increased, the longitudinal modula-
tions of the fiber (microbending, macrobending, and dielectric imperfections) can
become too large compared to the wavelength [97, 98].

Since the first large mode area photonic crysta fiber [43], such fibers have be-
come widely used in the development of photonic crystal fiber lasers [47]. Also,
regarding nanojoule femtosecond pulses, large-core photonic crystal fibers are
needed to avoid nonlinear processes which broaden a short pulse considerably
affecting the dispersion compensation schemes [99]. Also, the single mode con-
dition d/P < 0.45 was found not to be restrictive, since afiber withd/P = 0.5
was shown to be single mode with a huge 600 .n? effective area [100].

Sometimes a small mode area is needed for large nonlinear effects (for ex-
ample in supercontinuum generation or soliton formation). Small mode area is
also achievable with photonic crystal fibers [44], and such fibers have been used
extensively, some of thefirst experiments being introduced in Refs. [40, 101-103].

3.3 Dispersion properties

The dispersion properties of photonic crystal fibers can be designed more freely
than those of the step index fibers. Probably the most revolutionary character-
istic is that anomal ous waveguide dispersion can be achieved with a single mode
fiber [39], which is not possible with step index fibers. This property isimportant
for soliton transmission, since solitons appear only with anomalous dispersion.
Soliton transmission was observed at the wavelength 850 nm [104], which is not
attainable with conventional fiber. Besides soliton propagation, anomalous dis-
persion at visible wavelengths, together with the low loss and small mode areas
of photonic crystal fibers, allow for pulse compression and supercontinuum gen-
eration. Supercontinuum generation was experimentally verified for the first time
in Ref. [40]. It has been demonstrated experimentally that the wavelength of zero
group velocity can be engineered over avery wide range extending from 500 nmto
1.3 um [42]. Since then, supercontinuum generation in photonic crystal fiber has
been studied extensively both theoretically and experimentally [101-103, 105—
117].

Photonic crystal fibers can also be designed to have flattened dispersion as
a function of the wavelength [41, 118, 119]. This is needed for example for
flat and wide band supercontinuum generation and in wavelength-division mul-
tiplexing communications systems for uniform response in the different channels.
Flat, near zero dispersion over the wavelength range 1 um-1.6 um was experi-
mentally demonstrated in Ref. [120]. Anomalous, flat dispersion was shown to
lead to conversion of the wavelengths of a short pulse to both longer and shorter
wavelengths [121].

Large negative values of the dispersion parameter [see Eq. (3.3)] are needed
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in dispersion compensation and chirped pulse compression. This can aso be
achieved with photonic crystal fibers since the refractive index contrast between
the core and the cladding can be increased by increasing the hole size [122-126].

3.4 Photonic band gap fibers

The most remarkable type of aphotonic crystal fiber isthe photonic band gap fiber
which confines light into the core of the fiber by the photonic band gap effect.
Thus light can be guided aong, for example, air. This opens new prospects since,
with air-core fiber, problems in optical fiber communication systems caused by
light propagating in silica could be overcome.

True photonic band gap guidance [43] and light guidance in air [35] were first
demonstrated in the end of the 90's. Theoretical analysis showed that the fiber
exhibits, along with minimal nonlinearity, negligible dispersion, but the usable
spectral range was shown to be small [127]. Hollow-core fibers also suffered
from high loss, which was seen to result from coupling to lossy continuum or
radiation modes [128, 129] and imperfections in the fiber [130]. However, low-
loss hollow-core fiber has also been demonstrated [128].

3.5 Photonic crystal fiber applications

Hollow-core fibers have been used for applications where the fiber has been filled
with gas. The nonlinear interaction between light and low-density media, such as
gasor liquid, can be maximized in the core of ahollow-core fiber. Enhanced stim-
ulated Raman scattering in hydrogen gas with energies two orders of magnitude
lower than previously have been demonstrated [131, 132]. This wavelength con-
version would allow for extending the wavelengths of solid-state diode-pumped
lasers into new wavelength ranges. The detection of strongly absorbing (acet-
ylene/hydrogen cyanide) and weakly absorbing (methane/ammonia) gases was
demonstrated in Ref. [133]. Acetylene-filled hollow-core fiber could be used
for absolute frequency-locking of diode lasers [132]. Hollow-core fiber has been
also used to guide particles through the fiber by using the dipole force exerted by
light [134].

Photonic crystal fibers can also be used in optical fiber sensing. For example
curvature sensing has been demonstrated with multi-core fiber [135]. When the
fiber is bend, the phase difference between the two cores changes, which can be
detected from the output spectrum. Sensors for gases or liquids (for example
detecting the concentration of pollutants in a gas) have also been explored [136].

Supercontinuum generated in a photonic crystal fiber iswider and flatter than
could be previously achieved and it can be used in various spectroscopic experi-
ments. It has been also used for optical coherence tomography to image biological
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tissue [137]. There the broad bandwidth permits for record-breaking resolution
and high penetration depth can be achieved for the infrared wavelengths. The
high nonlinearity of a photonic crystal fiber can aso be used to expand the spec-
tral width of the frequency comb (evenly spaced frequency components of apulse
train) needed in frequency metrology [138, 139]. The high nonlinearity has also
been used to make aregenerative al-optical switch, which exhibits amplitude res-
toration and pulse reshaping [140].

Photonic crystal fibers can be used as optical filters. A short-wavelength filter,
which consists of a photonic crystal fiber with a depressed-index core but guides
with total internal reflection, was fabricated [141]. The effective index of the
cladding increases for decreasing wavelengths and finally exceeds that of the core.
Light with wavelength shorter than that wavelength is not guided in the fiber.
Optical filters and attenuators can also be realized by incorporating a doped region
in the core allowing for grating writing and/or infusing cladding air-holes with
active materials yielding tunable devices. Band rejection filters for flattening the
gain of optical amplifiers were demonstrated using a long period grating written
in the core. The grating induced coupling between the mode in the core and co-
propagating cladding mode(s) due to phase matching which results in resonant
loss at a certain wavelength [142]. The filters can be made tunable when active
material is infused in the air holes. The cladding mode frequency is strongly
affected when the refractive index of the active material is changed which affects
the wavelength of the resonant loss [142]. Tunability can be achieved with, for
example, temperature or electric field depending on the active material.

Nowadays, ytterbium and erbium doped photonic crystal fibers are extens-
ively studied related to fiber amplifiers and lasers. Low pump power amplifiers
can be realized since one can design the mode area of the photonic crystal fiber
to be small and the index contrast between the core and the cladding to be large,
in which case the light confinement is tight. Record breaking gain efficiencies
have been demonstrated [143, 144]. On the other hand, high power amplifiers
can be designed since the mode area can be designed to be large as well. Mode
field area of 1000 pm? was used to amplify 10 ps pulses to 60 KW without non-
linearity induced spectral broadening [145]. The same approach has been used
for femtosecond pulse amplification [146]. Similarly, photonic crystal fiber lasers
with small mode area [147-150] and large mode area [145, 151-155] have been
fabricated. Fiber laser made of polymer has also been demonstrated [156].

The high nonlinearity (due to small core size) and the dispersion proper-
ties of photonic crystal fibers have been used to achieve a tunable source in the
wavelength range 1.06 um-1.33 um, which is difficult to realize by other means
[157]. The high nonlinearity and anomalous dispersion alows for soliton self-
frequency shift, which is used to tune the emitted wavelength.
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3.6 Fabrication

The first photonic crystal and microstructure fibers were fabricated by drilling
a hole in a macroscopic silica rod and milling the sides to form a hexagona
tube. This preform was drawn on afiber drawing tower, cut to pieces which were
stacked to form the periodic structure. This preform was then drawn again to mi-
croscopic scale [36]. The fabrication of photonic crystal fibers is done nowadays
by stacking capillary tubes by hand to a bundle which is then drawn in a fiber
drawing tower [34, 35, 40, 43, 158]. The stacking technique was already studied
in the 70'sin Bell laboratories [159].

Another way to fabricate photonic crystal fibers is extrusion. A polymer
photonic crystal fiber fabricated by extrusion is introduced in Ref. [160]. The
advantage of a polymer fiber over glass optical fiber is mechanica flexibility. Ex-
trusion has been used also for chalgogenide glass [161] and glass fiber [162]. By
extrusion, a more complicated microstructure can be fabricated to the preform
than in the stacking procedure where the hexagonal symmetry is preferred.
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Numerical methods

The numerical methods used to study photonic crystals are numerous and they can
roughly bedivided in two major groups. One group of methods is used to calculate
the band structure and eigenstates of the periodic system. The other group of
methods studies the propagation of light in the structure, where the periodic nature
of the system is not necessarily utilized. In this chapter, the methods used in this
thesis are introduced.

4.1 Methods for solving eigenstates of periodic structures

In Publication I, a Fourier method was used to calculate band structures of non-
linear one-dimensional photonic crystals. In Publication 111, a pseudo-spectral
method was used to calcul ate band structures of two-dimensional photonic crystal
dabs. Itisacombination of plane wave and finite difference methods. In Publica-
tion I, the fully vectorial plane wave method developed in MIT and distributed as
free software was used to calculate band structures for 2D photonic crystals, and
in Publications 1V and V to calculate the modes of the photonic crystal fibers.

4.1.1 Fourier method

The Fourier method for simulating linear photonic crystalsisoutlined in Ref. [163].
We have extended the method for nonlinear materials in Publication |. A schem-
atic picture of a one-dimensional photonic crystal dab is shown in Fig. 4.1. The
parameters that are needed in order to define a one-dimensional photonic crystal
dlab are the dielectric constants of the alternating layers g and &,, the thickness
of one of the dielectric layers relative to the period, | /P, the height of the crystal
scaled to the value of the period, h/ P, and the type of the material surrounding
the photonic crystal. The periodicity isin the y-direction. The one-dimensional
periodic structure is assumed to be infinite in the x-direction, but limited in the
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z-direction. The different areas are denoted by I, 11, and Il corresponding to the
area above the crystal, the photonic crystal area, and the area below the crystal,

respectively.
P
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Figure 4.1: Schematic side view of a one-dimensional photonic crystal slab.
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The material with &5 istaken to be Kerr-nonlinear and of thickness|. A Kerr-
nonlinear material changes its properties depending on the intensity of light, 1 (r),
where the spatial dependence is denoted by vector r. Thus, the dielectric constant
of the nonlinear photonic crystal can be expressed as

&1, for—P/2<y<—1/2,1/2<y < P/2

r) =
enL(r) e+ x®L(r), for—1/2<y<I/2

(4.1)

where x @ isthe Kerr-coefficient. The field is assumed to be polarized according
to

H(r) = Hx(y, 2)&, (4.2)
where g, is a unit vector in the x-direction. Therefore the electric field isliesin
the y-z-plane

E(r) = Ey(y, 2&y + Ex(y, 2)&,, (4.3)
where e, and e, are unit vectorsin the y- and z-directions, respectively. Maxwell’s
equations (2.11) and (2.12), in cgs units, can be written component-wise as

_lwenL(y)

c Ey(y, 2) = d,Hx(y, 2) (4.4)
dyHx(y, 2) = M E.(y,2) (4.5)
dyEx(y, 2) — '%) Hx(y, 2) = 8;Ey(y, 2). (4.6)

The electric field component E,(y, z) is solved from Eq. (4.5) and substituted in
Eqg. (4.6), which leads to the form

iw c 1
S Hx(y, 2) + an <may Hy (y, Z)) = 0zEy(y, 2). (4.7)
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The periodic field distributions are represented as Fourier-series

Hy(y, 2) = ) Hn(ko, w)e"%€Y, (4.8)
Ey(y.2) = ) En(ko, w)e*’e", (4.9)
kn =k +27n/P, (4.10)

where k is the y-component of the wavevector. Exponential z-dependence is as-
sumed and A is aconstant representing the z-dependence of the field components.
The nonlinear dielectric constant and its inverse are expanded as Fourier-series

enL(y) = ) ene?P (4.12)
n

= :Z[E] CRl (4.12)
enL(y) — L¢éln

The coefficients e, are found to be (see Appendix A)

| . [ [ . [
&en = (&0 — sl)Esmc <nnE) + e180,n + B Xm: X(3)|msmc [(m — n)nE] ,

(4.13)
where &g, is the Kronecker delta and the I, are the Fourier-coefficients of the
intensity distribution

L(y) =) 1.2, (4.14)
n

The coefficients of the inverse dielectric function (4.12) are achieved by inverting
the series (4.11).

The Maxwell’s equations are transformed into a discrete form by substituting
Egs. (4.8)«(4.10) into Egs. (4.4) and (4.7), multiplying by e'*Y  and integrating
from —P/2to P/2. Thisleadsto

iw
- E.enom= A Hndm— 4.15
CXHI n€n—m Xn: nOm—n ( )

i c 1
__2 HS,——EH - knky = A Endm—n. 4.16
c - nYm-n |(,() - n|:8:|nmnm Xn: nvm-—n ( )

where the summations are truncated to —N ... N components. The coefficients
of the Fourier-series of the fields are denoted by vectors

H=[H_N,...,Ho, ..., Hy]" (4.17)
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E=[E_n,...,Eo ..., EN]T (4.18)
and Eqgs. (4.15)-(4.16) are represented in matrix form as

0 —ém-n || H |8mn O H
[—5m_n—l€ml€n[§]m_n 0 ][E} =)\[ 0 Smn][E] (4.19)

The variables k, and A are scaled according tok, = kn¢/(iw) and & = Ac/(iw).
Equation (4.19) isadiagona eigenvalue problem. From the eigenvalues, one can
derive A, which are the coefficients of the exponential z-dependence of the fields.
Thefields are written as

H 2(N+1)
[E} = Y Cuvpe™, (4.20)
n=1

where v,, denote the eigenvectors and A, denote the corresponding eigenvalues.
The solution is (in matrix form)

H “
|:E:| — [VleMz o V2N+1eA2N+1Z] . = MC, (4.22)

Cont1

where the unknown coefficients G, constitute a vector denoted by C. The coef-
ficients are determined from the boundary conditions; the tangentia field com-
ponents of E and H are demanded to be the same on both sides of the interfaces

(z=0andz=h)
C
M| M|| 0 _
[O M), M|||:| |:gl|l|l:| =0, (4.22)

where the subscripts denote the different areas as shown in Fig. 4.1. In the case of
metallic boundaries the boundary conditions reduce to

Ez=0] _
[E(z _ h)] =0, (4.23)

where taking only the electric field component into account is sufficient to solve
the C,,.

The band structure of a photonic crystal is given by the dispersion relation
(wP/(2rc), kP/(2r)), which isdetermined by solving Egs. (4.19)-(4.22). These
equations are considered for all combinations of (wP/(2rc), kP/(2r)), and the
determinant of the interface conditions matrix (4.22) is calculated for each of the
(wP/(2rc), kP/(27)). Minima of the determinant of the interface conditions
matrix correspond to the band structure points.
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The band structure of a nonlinear photonic crystal is calculated in a manner
somewhat similar to the self-consistent mean field approximation used to solve
many body systemswith interactions. Firstly, thefield [H, E] for the control plane
wave with a specified frequency is determined assuming a linear material. The
intensity distribution (4.14) is calculated using the E,-component of the electric
field, which is determined from Eq. (4.5). The E, component is perpendicular
to the direction of propagation and thus the longitudinal E, component is several
orders of magnitude smaller. The intensity distribution is normalized to have the
same average energy at each step. Thedigectric function for the next iteration step
isacquired by substituting the Fourier-coefficients of the intensity distribution |,
to Eq. (4.13). In the next iteration step, the field [H, E], the intensity distribution,
and ey (y) are re-calculated for the same control plane wave frequency. The
iteration is continued until the intensity distribution does not change anymore.
The dielectric function obtained in the iterative process is used to calculate the
band structure of the nonlinear photonic crystal under the influence of the control
plane wave.

4.1.2 Pseudo-spectral method

The pseudo-spectral method for the calculation of the band structures of two-
dimensiona photonic crystal slabs with a finite thickness is introduced in (and
presented here following) Ref. [164]. In the pseudo-spectral method, Maxwell’s
equations (in Sl units) are transformed to a set of two matrix equations

Ex Ex
0 A E E
[B o} a | =% n | (4.24)
Hy Hy
where
A0 — OO+ |
S R S (4.25)
YT Oy — JOH Y Tos 0%
— jwe jwe
B [—ayﬁayﬂwe 3y Tics Ox (4.26)
and
Ex
0 o Ly -—--1d E E
joe Y jowe X y | _ z
[—ﬁay EIN o } H, _[Hz]‘ (4.27)
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Figure 4.2: Geometry of the photonic crystal slab considered in the pseudo spectral
method. The dlab extends from z = 0to z = OA. The fields are defined at planes
Z = 0A.

The basic idea of the method isto discretize the field componentsin the z-direction
and solve Eq. (4.24) by afinite difference scheme. Eq. (4.24) involves only the
transversal components with respect to the z-direction and as they are solved in a
plane, Eqg. (4.24) can be used to obtain them in the z-direction. The z-components
can then be solved from Eq. (4.27).

Thefields are expanded as

V(X y,2) =Y fma(2e*m, (4.28)
m,n

where fn, n(2) are expansion coefficients. The system isdivided in planes z = 0A
in the z-direction, where o is an integer. The slab extends fromz = 0toz = OA
(see Fig. 4.2). The electric field components are defined on planes o + 1/2 and
the magnetic field components on planes 0 and o0 + 1. The field ansatz (4.28) is
substituted in Eq. (4.24) and it is transformed into the form

€ 1 — €1+ AANG =0 (4.29)

ho - h0+1 + ABO_’_%QO_’_% - O, (4.30)

where the fields are represented by coefficient vectors  and h, consisting of
fmn(2) a the plane z = o, and the matrices A and B are discrete. The fields
outside the photonic crystal dab [at planesz = (—-1/2)A and z = (O + 1/2)A]
are determined from

<I>|e,1/2 — ho =0 (431)

ho + ®,€041/2 =0, (4.32)
where &, and &, are boundary condition matrices that can be analytically solved
by assuming the fields above and below the slab to be of the form

WX, Y,2) = Y ofmnoe o mnT, (4.33)

m,n,o
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The equations (4.29) and (4.30) are evaluated at each z + oA-plane and al the
unknown vectors e, and h, are collected into one vector f and all the multipliers
into amatrix M, which resultsin

Mf = 0. (4.34)

This eguation is then solved by an iterative solver.

4.1.3 Fully vectorial plane wave method

The fully vectorial plane wave method is widely used in the study of photonic
crystals. It was developed in MIT and is currently being distributed as free soft-
ware called the MIT Photonic Bands. The method is explained in Ref. [165].

The fully vectorial plane wave method is based on the master equation (2.13)
and its later form Eq. (2.25). The eigenstates [see EQ. (2.24)] are expanded in a
plane wave basis

N
Uk(r) =) e 2o, (4.35)
m=1

where G; are the primitive reciprocal lattice vectors [unit components of G in
Eq. (2.21)], N = N;N2Nj is the number of basis vectors the system has been
reduced to (the Ny, N», N3 are the number of basis vectors in the three directions),
andm; = —N;/2+1, ..., N;/2. The eigenequation (2.25) is cast in aform of a
matrix equation

Bh = (%)2 h, (4.36)

where h consists of the coefficients hy,, and B represents the operator operating on
ux(r) in Eq. (2.25).

The primitive lattice vectors are R; [unit components of Eq. (2.19)] and they
satisfy R; - Gj = 27 6; j. Then the spatial field becomes

U NkRI/N) = D hypy € Zik MO RSN = 3 "y 72 MmN
k {m; } {mj}

(4.37)
where ng = 0, ..., Nx_1 describe spatial coordinates on an Ny x N, x Ns grid.
This equation is athree-dimensional discrete Fourier transform and thus the field
in the spatial and wavevector spaces is related by a Fourier transform.

Equation (4.36) can be solved inthefollowing way. Thecurls[(ik+V) x] [see
Eq. (2.25)] are solved in the wavevector space, where they are replaced by [(k +
Gn) x] and the multiplication by [1/e(r)] is performed in the spatial domain by
taking the Fourier transform of h, multiplying by [1/¢(r)] and taking the inverse
Fourier transform back to the wavevector space. Instead of solving the total matrix
equation (4.36), iterative eigensolvers can be used to calculate only few smallest
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eigenvalues and eigenvectors since often only the lowest energy eigenstates of the
Maxwell’s equations are needed.

4.2 Methods for studying the propagation of optical fields

In Publications |1 and I11, the finite difference time-domain method, and in Pub-
lication V, the optical nonlinear Schrédinger equation, were used to study electro-
magnetic field propagation in time.

4.2.1 Finite difference time domain method

The finite difference time domain (FDTD) method is explained in Ref. [166]. The
FDTD method starts from the Maxwell’s equations, which were presented in cgs
unitsin Egs. (2.1)-(2.4). Here, the Egs. (2.3) and (2.4) are presented in S| units
(assuming linear and isotropic material and no free charges or currents)

HOY _ Lo Ermy (4.38)
ot Mo

oE(r,t) _ 1
S = mn ¥ R, (4.39)

In the FDTD method, time and space are discretized and the values of the field
components Ey, Ey, E;, Hy, Hy, and H, at the discretization points are denoted
with indexes

u@iAx, jAy, kAz, nAt) = u{fj)k, (4.40)

where the Ax, Ay, Az, At are the discrete increments in space and time, respect-
ively, and the integersii, j, k define the point in space and n defines the point in
time. The partial derivativesin the discretized system can be written as

n n
Uit12jk — Yitt2jk
AX

]
a—)L:(i AX. j Ay, kKAZ, NAt) = (4.41)
and correspondingly for the other variables.

Now the Maxwell’s equations (4.38) and (4.39) are written component-wise.
The electric field components are derived from Eqg. (4.39)

n+1/2 _ n-1/2 o
Exliiv12ke12 =Exlijiijaks1/2 T Dij+1/2k41/2

H2|in,j+1/2,k+1/2 - HZ|in,j,k+l/2
Ay (4.42)

n n
Hyli 11204172 — Hy|i,j+1/2,k)

Az
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n+1/2 _ n-1/2 ) )
EyliZi/2 j+1k1/2 = Eylic)2 j41ker2 T Dicr2j+1ke1y2

n n
(Hx|i1/2,j+1,k+1 - HXli—l/Z,jJrl,k

Az (4.43)
_ HZ|Rj+1,k+1/2 - HZlin—l,jJrl,k+l/2
AX
n+1/2 n—-1/2
EzliZ1)2 j11/2k41 = Ezliz1)z j 112641 + Dicy2jr1/2k41
Hy M —Hy", .
yli,j+1/2,k+1 Yli—1,j+1/2,k+1
< AX (4.44)
_ Hx|in—1/2,j+1,k+1 - Hx|in—1/2,j+1,k+1
Ay ’
where the coefficients are At
Dijk=——. (4.45)
&ijk
The magnetic field components are [from Eq. (4.38)]
At

n+1 _ n
Hx|i71/2,j+1,k+1 - Hx|i71/2,j+1,k+1 + %

£ N2 £ M2
yli—1/2 j+1k+32 = EvliZy)2j+1k41/2
Az (4.46)

E n+1/2 E n+1/2
Z|i71/2,j+3/2,k+1_ Z|i1/2,j+1/2,k+1>

Ay

M = H,|". + At
Yl j+1/2,k+1 — "'l j+1/2,k+1 o

E ("2 £, |2
Z|i+1/2,j+1/2,k+1 - Z|i—1/2,j+1/2,k+1
AX (4.47)

£, (M2 E.M1/2
xli j+1/2.k+3/2 x|i,j+1/2,k+1/2>

Az
At

n+1 _ n
Hali i i1 ka2 = Helf jrakgr2 + o

E.|"1/2 E.|"t1/2
xli.j+3/2k+1/2 — Exli j¥1/2.k41/2
Ay (4.48)

E.M1/2 E.(M+1/2
_ y|i+1/2,j+1,k+1/2_ y|i—1/2,j+1,k+1/2
AX '

The magnetic field components are defined at time steps n and the electric field
components at time steps (n + 1/2), wheren = 1, 2, ..., N. It can be seen from
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Egs. (4.42)-(4.44) that the electric field components at time (n + 1/2) are com-
pletely defined by the previous value of the corresponding electric field component
and the magnetic field values at time n. Also the magnetic field components at
time step n + 1 [see Egs. (4.46)-(4.48)] are defined by the value of the magnetic
field at the previous time step and the values of the electric fields at timen + 1/2.
Thus the field values need not to be defined at the same time steps. Similarly, the
field components are defined at different points of the discretized space.

The Egs. (4.42)-(4.48) are used to propagate the fields in time. Care has to be
taken in order to assure stability of the method. It has been shown that the time
step must be bounded

At<0[ RN S ] (4.49)
T L(AX)?2  (Ay)?  (Az)? ’ '
for the FDTD method to be stable [166].

Obviously the FDTD method can be used to describe electromagnetic fields
in afinite area in space. However, problems in unbounded regions can be simu-
lated by including absorbing boundary conditions to the edges of the calculational
domain. The best performance is attained by using the perfectly matched layer
(PML) boundary conditions where the reflection from the boundaries back to the
calculational region isagreat deal smaller than while using other types of absorb-
ing boundary conditions.

In the PML boundary conditions, a PML medium is taken to surround the
calculational domain. The PML medium is designed in such away that the reflec-
tion in the boundary between the calculational domain and the PML medium is
zero. Thereflection at the interface of the two media depends on the wave imped-
ances of the media: when the wave impedances are equal, the reflection at normal
incidence is zero. The wave impedance is defined as

Nl

_[p(l+o0*/jop)
\ e(l+o/jwe)
where o* is a parameter characterizing magnetic loss. For nonconducting and
lossless medium, the wave impedance is Z = /uu/e. The wave impedances of
the PML medium and the calculational area are equal if epyL = &, upmL = K,
and opy. = opmLu/e. This defines the PML medium. Allowing anisotropic
conductivities oy, oy, oy, and magnetic losses oy, oy, o, the impedance match-
ing can be realized for al incoming angles. The wave transmitted to the PML
medium propagates exactly at the same speed and to the same direction as in the
calculational region, but decays exponentialy in the direction normal to the inter-
face.

In addition to simulating the propagation of the electromagnetic fields, the
finite difference time-domain method can aso be used to solve the eigenstates
and band structures of photonic crystals [167].

(4.50)
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4.2.2 Split-step Fourier method

The optical nonlinear Schrédinger equation describes the evolution of the slowly
varying envelope A of an optical pulse in afiber (see Section 3.1 and Appendix
B)

B X:I”Jrl NA oA
nt "M 2

(4.51)

8 (e.¢]
iy (1455 ) A RTIAGT - THRT
wo aT o)

and it can be solved by the split-step Fourier method, which is explained in
Ref. [94]. In the split-step Fourier method, the optical nonlinear Schrédinger
eguation is cast into the form

dA

57 = (D+ N)A, (4.52)

where the dispersion and nonlinear operators are

R M In+1 8n o
D—_ @ _
Y b= (453
n=1
. i 8
N=iy(1+— / R(THIAZ T — THdT", (4.54)
a)oaT

respectively. From Eqg. (4.52) it is seen that A can be propagated a distance h by
Az+h, T) ~ PN Az T), (4.55)

where the equality is approximate since the operatorsN and D do not commute.
A more accurate form of Eq. (4.55) is

A(z+h, T) ~ e3Pl "N@dZelb Az T). (4.56)

What makes this method very fast is that the dispersion operator can executed
in the Fourier-domain

e2OAz T) = (F eI F)AZ, T) (4.57)

where F denotes Fourier transform and the operator D(i w) can be achieved by
replacing in Eg. (4.53) the time derivatives 9/0T by iw. EQ. (4.57) is merely a
multiplication and the Fourier transforms can be calculated by the fast Fourier
transform method.
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The nonlinear operator can be calculated iteratively using
z+h . h . .
/ N(z)dZ ~ E[N(Z) + N(z+ h)]. (4.58)

Inthefirst step, N(z+ h) isreplaced by N(z), and A(z+h, T) is calculated from
Eq. (4.56). Thisvalue of A(z+h, T) isusedto calculate N (z+h) from Eq. (4.54).
This procedure is repeated afew times.



Chapter 5

Results

Inthisthesis, various optical components for telecommunications applications are
studied. The results are summarized in this chapter. All-optical switching using
one-dimensiona photonic crystal slabs made of nonlinear material is the subject
of Publication |. Coupling between two parallel waveguides in two-dimensional
photonic crystals is studied in Publication I1. Guiding of light in two-dimensional
photonic crystal slabs using material on top/below the slab is studied in Pub-
lication Il as a three-dimensional problem. Dispersion compensation using a
photonic crystal fiber is studied in Publication 1V. Short pulse amplification in
high-gain efficiency photonic crystal fiber amplifiers is investigated in Publica
tion V.

5.1 All-optical switching

One-dimensional photonic crystals are periodic in one direction only, and thus
they have a band gap for light traveling in that direction. In Publication I, one-

dimensional photonic crystals consisting of nonlinear materials were studied. Kerr-
nonlinear materials change their refractive index ny. depending on light intensity

inside the material

N2 () =en () =+ x@1M), (5.1)

where x @ isthe Kerr-coefficient of the nonlinear material and | (r) describes the
local intensity distribution. One of the materials constituting the one-dimensional
photonic crystal is taken to be Kerr-nonlinear and the refractive index of that ma-
terial changes as a function of what is the light intensity inside the photonic crys-
tal according to Eg. (5.1). When the refractive index of the material changes,
aso the band structure of the photonic crystal changes, because it is dependent
of the refractive indices of the materials. Using this property, the nonlinear one-
dimensional photonic crystal can be used as an all-optical switch [60, 61, 63, 64].
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With this switch, one can block or let through a probe signal by using a control
signal, with which the band gap of the photonic crystal is dynamically changed.

All-optical switching using a nonlinear photonic crystal is demonstrated in
Fig. 5.1. The band structure of the one-dimensiona photonic crystal when there
is no light inside the structure is shown in the upper part of the figure. The probe
pulse has its frequency in one of the band gaps of the photonic crystal and is
thus reflected. When a control pulse is traveling through the photonic crystal, it
changes the refractive index of the nonlinear material. Then the band structure of
the photonic crystal changes also asis shown in the lower part of the figure. Now,
the frequency of the probe pulseis not in the band gap anymore and thus it can be
transmitted through the photonic crystal.

Li near photonic crystal
Frequency of the pul se

1 is in the band gap
...................................... G———
0.81
The probe Phot oni ¢ crystal
g0 1 pulse is
S reflected
304 #
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0. h
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Figure 5.1: Upper part of the figure: band structure of the photonic crystal when there
is no induced nonlinearity. The band gaps are denoted by yellow. The frequency of the
probe pulse (denoted by red) isin the band gap. Lower part of the figure: band structure
of the nonlinear photonic crystal when a control pulse has changed the refractive index of
the nonlinear material. There exists a solution for the probe pul se frequency and thus the
probe pulse can be transmitted through the crystal.
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The band structures in Fig. 5.1 are calculated with the Fourier-method ex-
plained in Section 4.1.1. The parameter values of the photonic crystal are dielec-
tric constants e; = 1, &, = 13, width of the nonlinear layer | = 0.2 P, the height
of the crystal h = 0.4 P, the Kerr coefficient x® = —0.04, and the intensity of
the pulse | = 2 kW/cn?. The material on top and below the photonic crystal is
taken to be metal, because ametal coating reflects light with infrared wavelength
and thus prevents the leakage. The number of Fourier components in the calcula-
tionwas N = 100.

To estimate how an actual all-optical switch works, GaAs s used as the non-
linear material. The Kerr coefficient and the dielectric constant for GaAs are
x® = —0.04 (for the wavelength 0.84 um) [168] and ¢ = 13, respectively. The
change in the band structure shownin Fig. 5.1 requires that intensity of the control
pulse is of the order of 2 kW/cn?. However, a smaller intensity of 1 kW/cn? is
enough to perform the optical switching function. In that case the change of the
band edge is AwP/(2rc) = 0.92 — 0.87 = 0.05. The probe pulse frequency
wP/2rc = 0.9 isin the center of the switching range in order to avoid cut off
at low or high frequencies. the probe pulse wavelength is A = 1.55 um, which
is the main frequency used in optical telecommunications. Thus the period of the
photonic crystal is P = 0.9 x 1.55 um = 1.4 um. The shortest pulse that could
be switched with this all-optical switchis3-10-* s, because shorter pulses have
too large frequency ranges. |If the amplitude of the control pulse is larger, even
shorter pulses can be managed.

In order to show how the amplitude or intensity of the control pulse affects the
nonlinear photonic crystal, band structures corresponding to various control pulse
amplitudes are shown in Fig. 5.2. The parameter values of the photonic crystal
geometry are the same than reported above, only the value of x® is taken to
be 0.01. The corresponding dielectric functions and intensity distributions inside
the photonic crystal are shown in Fig. 5.3. The simulation method is stable for
nonlinear change in &, up to ey = 2.5 x &5 for this particular crystal geometry
and number of Fourier-coefficients N. The method is robust in describing the
nonlinearity and in theory no restrictions for the magnitude of the nonlinearity
are found. Larger nonlinearities can be simulated by increasing N. However, in
practice limitations are set by computational time. The straight bands in Fig. 5.2
correspond to the k,-modes. The height h determines which modes can exist in the
z-direction, i.e., having a wavevector k,. The amount of these modes is naturally
increasing as h increases. Thus asmall h value has to be chosen in order to have
no k,-modes in the region of the lowest bands.

In Publication I, the band structures of one-dimensional photonic crystal slabs
incorporating nonlinear materials were calculated. Previous work regarding non-
linear one-dimensional photonic crystals has mainly concerned pulse propagation
and dynamics in the structure. This work exposes a complementary view on the
problem: the eigenmodes of the system. Also, the height of the photonic crystal
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Figure 5.2: Band structures of a nonlinear photonic crystal with x @ = 0.01 (solid blue
curves) and the corresponding linear photonic crystal (dotted red curves) for different
amplitude values of the control pulse: () A = 20, (b) A = 30, and (c) A = 40.
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Figure 5.3: (a) Thedidectricfunctione y (y) and (b) theintensity distributionat z = 0 of
the linear photonic crystal (dashed curve) and that of the corresponding nonlinear crystal
(solid curves) with x® = 0.01 and when a plane wave with amplitude A is applied.
Compareto Fig. 5.2.

dab istaken into account, and the problem is treated two-dimensionally.



5.2 Decoupling between two parallel waveguides 39

5.2 Decoupling between two parallel waveguides

In Publication I, coupling between two parallel waveguides in atwo-dimensional
photonic crystal was studied. The coupling between waveguides is important in,
e.g., directional waveguide couplers [169-173]. On the other hand, in integrated
optical circuits cross-talk between two adjacent channels should be minimized
[171, 174, 175]. We consider a specific geometry: a square lattice of dielectric
rodsinair (seeFig. 5.4). Thedistance of the two waveguidesisvaried (1-7 rows of
rods between the waveguides are considered). The band structures of the systems
are calculated with the fully vectoria plane wave method explained in Section
4.1.3.
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Figure 5.4: Geometries and band structures for one [(a) and (b)] and two [(c) and (d)]
rows of dielectric rods between two parallel waveguides. The refractive index of the rods
is 3, radius of therodsis 0.2P, and the period of thelatticeis P = 512 nm.

The studied geometries support two eigenmodes. even and odd with respect
to the symmetry line between the waveguides. Any signa traveling in the wave-
guides can be represented as a superposition of these eigenmodes

(X, y,t) = YeX Y, t)explikex) + Yo(X, Y, t) exp(ikox), (5.2

where g and yo are the even and odd eigenmodes, and ke and ko are the
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wavevectors of the even and odd modes, respectively. This means that the sig-
nal periodically oscillates between the waveguides. The period of this oscillation

IS
2

" ko — kel

The bands representing these modes were found to cross when there was an
odd amount of rods between the waveguides [see Fig. 5.4 (b)]. The bands did
not cross when there was en even number of rods between the waveguides [see
Fig. 5.4 (d)]. At the point where the bands cross, the waveguides become de-
coupled. This can be seen from Eq. (5.3) as « becomes infinite at the point where
ko = ke. Thus, one can conclude that the waveguides become decoupled for
certain frequencies of light when there is an odd amount of rods between the
waveguides. Earlier work on the subject reported in the literature considered only
an even number of rods between the waveguides and thus did not demonstrate the
decoupling phenomenon.

Thisfinding can be explained by taking alook at the mode distributions of the
eigenmodes. The E, and Hy components of the odd eigenmode have anode in the
symmetry plane of the structure. The parity of the H; component is the opposite
of the parities of the E, and H, components. The symmetry line between the
waveguides isin air if there is an even number of rods between the waveguides,
whereas it crosses dielectric rods if there is an odd number of rods between the
waveguides. Also, it is known that the larger the dielectric constant, the smaller
the energy of an electromagnetic mode. From the modes of the structure it can
be seen that the relative power of H, as compared to that of Hy increases with
increasing values of the wave vector. Thus, at small k, the effective parity of the
odd mode is determined by Hy. Then the energy of the mode is small, because
Hx has amaximum at the symmetry line, where the dielectric constant is high. At
large k, the effective parity is determined by H,, which has anode in the symmetry
line and thus the odd mode has higher energy. Thus the energy of the odd mode
is strongly increased as a function of k and crosses the band of the even mode.
When there is an even number of rods between the waveguides, the node of the
odd eigenmode isin air and the effective parity does not have such an effect to the
energies of the eigenmodes.

K (53

5.3 Guiding and reflecting light with boundary material

In Publication 111, thin photonic crystal slabs were studied. In a photonic crystal
dlab, light is confined in a plane by the photonic crystal and in the third direction
by average refractive index difference [49, 176-180]. In our study, the mater-
ials on top/below the slab were changed. The half-spaces above and below the
dab are called boundary materials. It was found that the band structure of the
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Figure 5.5: Band structures of a two-dimensiona photonic crystal slab with triangular
lattice of air holes. The geometry of the photonic crystal slabs is the samein (a) and (b).
Only the material on top/below the slab, denoted by ¢y, is different. In (a) ep = 1 andin
(b) ep = 3. Theradius of the holes in the photonic crystal slab isr/P = 0.24 and the
height of the slab ish/P = 0.3 with respect to the period P. Solid curves denote even
modes, dashed curves denote odd modes and black areas are above the light lines for the
boundary material in question.

photonic crystal dab changes depending on the boundary materia, as is evid-
ent from Fig. 5.5. The band structures were calculated using the pseudo-spectral
method introduced in Section 4.1.2.

The band gaps in Fig. 5.5 (a) and (b) are very different. This effect can be
utilized in waveguiding. Usually waveguides in two-dimensional photonic crystal
dlabs are realized by line defects: for example missing rows of holes. Instead of
aline defect, waveguiding can be acquired by patterning the slab by a boundary
material as is demonstrated in Fig. 5.6. The photonic crystal dab is defectless,
and the waveguide is realized simply by the effect of the boundary material. In
this case, the frequency of the light traveling in the waveguide is in the band gap
of the slab when it is uncovered, but not in the band gap of the covered slab. Thus,
light can be transmitted in the covered region, but cannot be transmitted in the
uncovered region. This means that the light follows the covered region, i.e., the
waveguide.

More specifically, in Fig. 5.5 (a), the frequencies around w P/ (27 c) = 0.3fall
into the band gap for even modes, but in Fig. 5.5 (b) there exists a mode at the M-
point for the frequency wP/(2rc) = 0.2937. From thisit can be calculated that
if the waveguide is designed for the wavelength A = 1500 nm, the period of the
photonic crystal is P = 450 nm. A waveguide with awidth 2P was studied and
it was found that it transmits 40% more compared to the conventional waveguide
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Figure 5.6: (a) Conventional waveguide in a photonic crystal slab: a line defect. (b)
Guiding by boundary materia is achieved in a defectless slab. (c) The guiding effect
is introduced by the boundary material, which is patterned on top/below the photonic
crystal dab. The boundary material changes the band structure of the slab and light is
guided along the covered regions.
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Figure 5.7: Cross section of the 1D photonic crystal slab is shown in the up-most part of
the figure. The slab is uncovered until y < 700 and covered after that. In the lower part
of the figure, the intensity of the pulse propagating along the slab is shown at different
time steps. It can be seen that the pul se propagates along the slab until it isincident on the
point where the boundary material suddenly changes. At that point the pulseis reflected.

shown in Fig. 5.6 (a). However, for some cases, the waveguiding was shown to
result from average refractive index difference rather than the band gap difference.

The same phenomenon can be used in context with one-dimensional photonic
crystal slabs. Thisisillustrated in Fig. 5.7. In the considered case, the pulse has
such a frequency that it is in the band gap of the covered photonic crystal slab,
but not of the uncovered slab. Thus the pulse can propagate along the photonic
crystal slab when it is uncovered, but at the point where the slab is covered, the
pulse reflects as it no longer can propagate along the covered slab.
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 5.8: The studied fiber geometries have a defect ring in the cladding. The radius
of the cladding air holesisr = 0.38P and of the defect ring air holesr = 0 in (a),
r = 0.19P in (b), andr = 0.3P in (c). The geometries are compared to corresponding
average index dual-corefibers (d).

5.4 Dispersion compensation with photonic crystal and
dual-core fibers

In Publication 1V, photonic crystal fiber geometries were optimized in order to
achieve large negative dispersion and large mode area simultaneously. This is
usualy contradictory since large dispersion fibers have small mode areas. Large
negative dispersion fibers are used for dispersion compensation and pulse com-
pression. Dispersion compensating fibers include photonic crystal fibers [122—
126, 181, 182], dual-core fibers [183-186], Bragg fibers [187, 188], and higher-
order mode fibers [189—-192]. Dispersion compensation is required because stand-
ard single mode fiber has dispersion of 10-20 ps/(nm km) for the wavelengths
around 1.55 um. Pulse compression is needed in high power fiber amplifiers and
lasers, where the pulse is first stretched, then amplified, and finally compressed.
Large mode areafiber is especially needed in this scheme since nonlinear effects
can destroy the laser operation.

We studied the so called dual-core geometries with a defect ring in the clad-
ding. The studied geometries are shown in Fig. 5.8. The core refractive index
for the three geometries was varied between rere = 1.5. .. 2.8. All these geomet-
ries were compared to the corresponding dual-core fibers having the same average
refractive index in the cladding and the defect ring.

Thedispersion of the dual-core fibersishigh since at a specific wavelength the
eigenmode of the fiber changes from being confined in the core to being confined
in the defect ring (see Fig. 5.9). At this wavelength, the effective index of the
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Figure 5.9: The effectiveindex nes s changes abruptly at the wavelength where the mode
distribution changes from the core to the cladding.

mode ness = B/ k changes suddenly and because the dispersion is proportional to
the derivative of the effective index
A dzneff
D= c a2 (5.9
dispersion at this wavelength is very large.

The studied fibers were multimode and the studied mode is the third eigen-
mode. The values of the dispersion parameter for the studied geometry are shown
in Fig. 5.10 (@) and the corresponding effective areas are shown in Fig. 5.10 (b).
The effective areas are calculated from Eq. (3.6) and they correspond to the mode
distribution that is confined to the defect ring. The obtained dispersion and effect-
ive areavalues are large compared to previous studies in the literature considering
dispersion compensating photonic crystal fibers.

5.5 Pulse propagation in photonic crystal fiber amplifiers

In Publication V, short pulse propagation in high-gain efficiency photonic crys-
tal fiber amplifiers [143, 144, 150, 193] was studied using the optical nonlinear
Schrodinger equation [see Eq. (3.1)]. In high-gain efficiency fiber amplifiers, the
overlap between thelight distribution and the doped area of the fiber is maximized,
and thus they usually have small mode areas. Photonic crystal fibers with small
mode areas have relatively large dispersion and nonlinearity, and these paramet-
ers aso depend strongly on the wavelength [194]. The wavelength dependence
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Figure 5.10: The dispersion parameters and effective areas for the different geometries
of Fig. 5.8 as a function of the core refractive index. The color coding is as indicated in
Fig. 5.8 and the dashed lines shown the values for the corresponding dual-core fibers.

of the fiber parameters (gain, dispersion and nonlinearity) was included in the
simulations and the effect to the pulse quality was investigated.

We considered photonic crystal fiber geometries with hole diameter to period
raiosd/P = 0.2,0.3,0.4,0.5, 0.6 and periods P = 2, 3,4,5,6 um. The 200
fs pulses were propagated 10 cm along these photonic crystal fiber amplifiers.
The propagation distance is short compared to the actual amplifier lengths, which
can be several meters. The simulations for the different fiber geometries were
performed twice: firstly with wavelength dependent parameters for dispersion
B, nonlinearity y, and gain, and secondly with keeping these parameters con-
stant. The parameter values were calculated using the fully vectoria plane wave
method [165] introduced in Section 4.1.3. The pulse propagation was calculated
using the split-step Fourier method presented in Section 4.2.2.

The results for one fiber geometry are shown in Fig. 5.11. One can see that
the wavelength dependence of the parameters affects the pulses so that the self-
steepening of the pulse is reduced, and the spectrum and chirp become asym-
metric. The asymmetric chirping may influence the dispersion compensation and
pulse compression schemes. In general, the pulses broaden less both temporally
and spectrally when the wavelength dependence of the parameters is taken into
account. Thisisillustrated in Fig. 5.12 where the time-bandwidth products for
the pulses after propagating in fibers with different geometries are shown. Time
bandwidth product is the product of the temporal and spectral full-widths at half-
maximum. The fact that the pul ses broaden less when the wavel ength dependence
of the parameters is included in the simulation indicates that the wavelength de-
pendence of the nonlinearity counteracts the dispersion of the fiber.

In order to compare the relative significance of including the wavelength de-
pendence of the different fiber parameters, we performed two additional sets of
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Figure 5.11: (a) Pulse shape, (b) spectrum, (c) phase, and (d) chirp for the fiber geometry
of d/P = 0.3and P = 3 um. Blue curves represent the simulation with wavelength
dependent parameters[g(1), ¥ (A), Bm(A)] and red dashed curveswith constant parameter
valuesfor g, v, Bm.
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Figure 5.12: Time-bandwidth product of the pulses for the different fiber geometries:
d/P = 0.2 (magentacurves), d/P = 0.3 (blue curves), d/P = 0.4 (red curves), d/P =
0.5 (green curves), and d/P = 0.6 (black curves) as a function of the period P. Solid
curves represent the simulations for which the wavelength dependence of g, ¥, and B is
taken into account. Dashed curves represent the simulations where these parameters have
constant values.
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Figure 5.13: Time-bandwidth products (TBP) for four different sets of simulations:
all parameters wavelength dependent (blue squares), dispersion constants approximated
with constant values (red stars), al parameters constant (black circles), and only gain
wavelength dependent (green crosses). The considered fiber geometriesared/P = 0.4
and P = 3,4,5,6 um. The TBP values are scaled to the results of those simulations
where all parameters are wavel ength dependent for the corresponding fiber geometry.

pulse propagation simulations. Firstly, the dispersion parameters were approxim-
ated with constant values, and secondly, only gain was taken to be wavelength
dependent. The time-bandwidth products are shown in Fig. 5.13, where it can be
seen that the simulations with all parameters wavelength dependent (blue squares)
and with dispersion parameters approximated with constant values (red stars) are
similar. Also, the simulations with all parameters constant (black circles) and only
gain wavelength dependent (green crosses) are similar. Thus, it can be concluded
that the wavel ength dependence of the nonlinearity hasthe most significant impact
to the pul se characteristics as compared to the effect of the wavel ength dependence
of dispersion or gain. Thus, while studying pulse propagation, the dispersion and
gain parameters could be approximated by constant values for some fiber geomet-
ries. However, when the spectral broadening of the pulseis strong, the wavelength
dependence of al fiber parameters has to be included in the simulations.






Chapter 6

Conclusions

Inthisthesis, the properties of photonic crystals were studied and new components
for optical telecommunications were proposed. The considered photonic crystal
configurations were the following: nonlinear one-dimensiona photonic crystal
dabs, two-dimensional photonic crystals, thin two-dimensional photonic crystal
dlabs, and photonic crystal fibers. In each study, a different approach and thus
different simulation methods had to be used.

One-dimensional photonic crystal slabs incorporating a Kerr-nonlinear mater-
ial were investigated. The refractive index of the Kerr-nonlinear material changes
as a function of the light intensity inside the material. We calculated the band
structures of the photonic crystals while taking into account the nonlinearity of
the material. The band gap of the photonic crystal was shown to change asafunc-
tion of light intensity inside it. The performance of the nonlinear one-dimensional
photonic crystal was analyzed as an all-optical switch since the band gap can be
tuned by light, i.e., with a control pulse. The signal beam can thus be dynam-
icaly reflected or let through using the control pulse. The band structures were
calculated by a Fourier-method, where the material nonlinearity was included in
a self-consistent manner.

Waveguides in a two-dimensional photonic crystal with a square-lattice of
dielectric rods were examined. The geometry consisted of two parallel defect
waveguides formed by missing rows of the dielectric rods. Since there are only
afew rows of rods between the two waveguides, they are in general assumed to
be coupled, and light coupled into one waveguide will oscillate between the two
waveguides with acharacteristic period. However, we showed that the waveguides
can be completely decoupled for certain geometries (odd number of rods between
the waveguides). This can help to reduce the crosstalk between adjacent chan-
nels in an integrated optical circuit. Here, the band structures were calculated
by the fully vectorial plane wave method (MIT Photonic Bands software). The
decoupling was also studied using the finite difference time domain method.
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Two-dimensional photonic crystal slabs were studied as a function of the re-
fractive index of the material on top and below the slab. Since the dab is very
thin (the thickness is equal to half a period of the photonic crystal), the surround-
ing material has a strong impact on the band structure of the photonic crystal.
The band gap was shown to change with the surrounding material and this effect
was proposed to be used for waveguiding. A waveguide constructed by placing
stripes of diglectric material on top/below the slab was studied and compared to a
conventional defect waveguide. Also, the same effect was studied regarding one-
dimensional photonic crystal slabs since also their band gap changes as afunction
of the refractive index of the material on top/below the slab. Light was shown to
be reflected when the surrounding material of a one-dimensional photonic crystal
slab was changed abruptly. The band structures of the photonic crystal slabs were
calculated using the pseudo spectral method. The performance of the waveguides
was studied using the finite difference time domain method. The waveguiding
was shown to result from the band gap difference in some cases and from average
refractive index difference in some cases.

The geometries of photonic crystal fibers were optimized in order to achieve
a large negative dispersion fiber which simultaneously has a large mode area
Usually large negative dispersion fibers have very small mode areas. Thus we
studied a dual-core geometry which has a defect ring in the cladding. At acertain
wavelength, the shape of the mode changes from being confined to the core to
being confined to the defect ring. At this point the effective index of the mode
changes abruptly and the dispersion (being proportional to the derivative of the
effective index) is very large. Also, the mode areas of this type of fibers are large.
Thefiber could be used for dispersion compensation or pulse compression in fiber
lasers where high intensities are used and thus the mode area of the components
has to be large to avoid the nonlinear effects as well as damaging of the fiber. The
eigenmodes of the photonic crystal fibers were calculated using the fully vectorial
plane wave method.

The effect of the wavelength dependence of gain, nonlinearity and dispersion
in high-gain efficiency photonic crystal fiber amplifiers was investigated using
the optical nonlinear Schrodinger equation. High-gain efficiency fiber amplifi-
ers usualy have small mode-areas in order to maximize the overlap between the
mode distribution and the doped core, and thus the dispersion and nonlinearity of
these fibers are relatively large and strongly dependent on the wavelength. The
wavelength dependence of the parameters was shown to create asymmetry to the
spectrum and chirp, but to have amoderating effect on the pulse broadening. Pulse
compression or dispersion compensation may be affected by the asymmetrical
chirping. The effect of the wavelength dependence of gain and dispersion was
shown to be of less importance compared to the effect of the wavelength depend-
ence of nonlinearity.

In the future, photonic crystal components will by widely used in optical tele-
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communications. Since the invention of the concept of photonic crystal in the end
of the 80's, their properties have been studied intensively. New applications have
been proposed and realized. The only components that are so far in commercia
use are the photonic crystal fibers. They have many extraordinary properties that
cannot be achieved using conventional fibers and thus will have a profound effect
on the fiber opticsindustry. In the near future, other photonic crystal components,
such as fiber lasers, will also be brought into market.






Appendix A

Fourier method for nonlinear
materials

The dielectric profile e(y) (see Fig. 4.1) of the periodic 1D photonic crystal can
be represented as a Fourier-series

2N
e(y)= Y ene", (A1)
n=-2N
where K, = 27n/P and
1 P/2 i
=g [ epedy (A2)
P -P/2

are the Fourier-coefficients. The Fourier-coefficients for a 1D photonic crystal
where the ¢,-materia is nonlinear are

P/2

1 1/2 ]
e =5 [ / (e2+ x @1 (y)e'Kvdy + 2 /
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P L/ /2

where the first part represents the region where the material is nonlinear. Thus,
the Fourier-coefficients can be written as

1 1/2 )
et =er'N + B/ x @1 (y)e "Vdy (A.4)
—1/2
Theintensity | (y) isrepresented as a Fourier-series

2N

Ly = > Ine*, (A5)

m=-—2N
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where ky, = ko + 27m/P. The second term in Eq. (A.4) becomes
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When a normalized wavevector x = kyP/(2r) is used the term becomes
@ % ImZSin{[an/P + 27 (m—n)/P]l/2}
i Pl2rx/P + 2nr(m—n)/P]
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which can be substituted into Eq. (A.4).



Appendix B

Derivation of the optical
nonlinear Schrodinger equation

The basic steps of the derivation of the propagation equation called the optical
nonlinear Schradinger equation are shown here following the approach of Ref. [94].

B.1 The wave equation

The optical nonlinear Schrédinger equation is deduced from the Maxwell’s equa-
tions (in Sl units) for the electric and magnetic fields E(r, t) and H(r, t), electric
flux density D(r, t), and magnetic flux density B(r, t) assuming that there are no
free charges or currents

v x E(r 1) = — 2200 (B.1)
at

V x H(r, t) = aDgt’ Y (B.2)

V.-D=0 (B.3)

V.-B=0 (B.4)

and the constitutive relations assuming a nonmagnetic medium

D=gE+P (B.5)

B = uoH, (B.6)

where P is the induced electric polarization. One takes the curl of Eqg. (B.1) and
substitutes Egs. (B.2)—«B.6) into it in order to eliminate the magnetic field, and
the magnetic and electric flux densities. This results in the wave equation

1 0%E 3°P

VXVXE=—-S— — ip—

B.7
c? at? t? B.7)
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where ¢ = 1/,/1o80 is the velocity of light in vacuum. Eq. (B.7) can be trans-
formed into
e 10°E 9°P
@ M
sinceVx V xE = V(V-E)— V?E = —V2E when auniform material is assumed.
Thelast step is derived using Eq. (B.3), where the magnetic flux density iswritten
asD = ¢E and ¢ is the dielectric constant of the material. When the materid is
assumed to be uniform, ¢ isconstant, and thus V - (¢E) = ¢(V - E) = O indicating
that V-E =0.

(B.9)

B.2 Nonlinearity

The nonlinearity arises because the bound electrons of the material move anhar-
monically with the applied electric field when light intensity is high. Thus the
polarization P is not linearly dependent on the electric field. For silica fibers the
induced polarization can be taken to consist of two parts

P(r,t) =Po(r,t) + PnL(r, 1), (Bg)

where the linear and nonlinear parts are

PL(r,t)st/ xP @ —t) - E(r, thdt’ (B.10)
Pno(r,t) =
€0 / / / x®t =t t —to, t —t3) - E(r, t)E(r, R)E(r, tg)dtydtpdts,
) (B.11)

respectively. Thelinear part represents the refractive index and attenuation of the
material and the nonlinear polarization includes the intensity dependent nonlinear
effects. Thethird order susceptibility can be approximated by [195]

X —t,t —to, t —t3) = xP R — t1)8(t — )S(t — t3), (B.12)
where
rlz + r22 /7y o
Rt) =1 - fr)d(t) + fr——=e72din(t/1y) (B.13)
7172

is the nonlinear response function which includes the Raman response. For silica
fibers the parameter values for the Raman response function are g = 12.2 fsand
o = 32 fs.
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B.3 Dispersion

The dispersion terms can be derived by considering the wave equation (B.8) in
the Fourier-domain (and forgetting the nonlinear polarization for a while). The
electric field is transformed into the Fourier-domain as

E(r, w — wp) :/ E(r, t)e @ »otdt (B.14)
and it is substituted into Eq. (B.8) resulting in an equation
2

V2E + s(a))%é —0, (B.15)

where e(w) = 1+ x®P(w). The eectric field is assumed to have a form which
alows for the separation of variables

E(r,w — wg) = F(X, Y)A(Z, © — wg)e™?. (B.16)

Here, A(z, w —wo) isthe slowly varying envelope of the pulse and thus the second
derivative 3°A/3z° can be neglected. Equation (B.8) can be divided into two
equations

9°F  9°F 2 zoe
IA -
ZiﬁoE + (B2 - BHA=0, (B.18)

whereky = w/c and 8 is the constant needed for the separation of the variables.
The transverse mode distribution is solved from Eq. (B.17) giving an eigenvalue
B, whichisthe propagation constant of the mode. In thefirst order of perturbation,
the mode propagation constant is taken to be

B(w) = p(w) + AB, (B.19)

where AB depends on the mode distribution. The forward Qropagation of ~the
eigenmodeis solved from Eq. (B.18), where the approximation 82— 3 ~ 28o(—
Bo) ismade, resulting in

aA _
37 = 1[B(w) — AB — Bol A (B.20)

The wavenumber is expanded in a Taylor series around the center frequency of
the pulse

1 1
B(@) = Po+ (© = wo)pr + (@ — wo)*Ba + s w0)®Bs+..., (B.21)
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where the derivatives

do"

fo = (dnﬂ ) (B.22)

are the dispersion parameters of the fiber. Finally, Eq. (B.21) is substituted in
Eq. (B.20), and the envelope function is transformed back into the time domain

1 [~ . .
Az, t) = > / A(zZ, 0 — wp)e™ @0 dg, (B.23)
T —0o0
which leads to
A AA i %A .
oA _ _po0A T S i ABA. B.24
07 = Prgr TP oo TIAP (B.29)

The nonlinear effects are included in the term with AS.

B.4 Optical nonlinear Schrodinger equation
When the nonlinear terms are included in Eq. (B.24), it becomes

0A %inﬂﬂ A aA
0z &~ o Totn 2

+iy (1+ '—3) A/ R(t)|A(z,t —t/)|?dt’.
wo ot —

o]

(B.25)

The derivation is shown in Refs. [195, 196]. Equation (B.25) is the optical non-
linear Schrédinger equation.
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